
 

 
 
DATE: 1/22/2014  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
RE: MASONRY MADNESS Winners at the 2014 WORLD OF CONCRETE/ WORLD OF MASONRY Tradeshow  
FROM: SPEC MIX®, Inc. Contact: Jeff Farmakes, 612-750-2924 - for more information regarding this event. 
 
 
 

 
 

Masonry Madness Day Awards the World’s Best Masons at World of Concrete Show 
 

LAS VEGAS, NV –To see the world’s best masons competing for thousands of dollars in cash and prizes, there’s only one place to be,    
it’s “Masonry Madness Day” held during the World of Concrete/World of Masonry tradeshow in Las Vegas. In a town that is known for 
sending home more losers than winners, on January 22nd Masonry Madness Day sent home many happy masons with smiles on their 
faces, money in the pockets, and “World’s Best” titles attached to their names.  
 
A theme created by SPEC MIX®, Inc., to promote the masonry trade, Masonry Madness Day is a collection of the most intense, exciting 
masonry competitions in the world and it all takes place in one day, at one location. The action started with the MCAA’s Masonry Skills 
Challenge followed by the SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® and Fastest Trowel on the Block competitions that set up the main event, 
the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500®. One contest after the other, the best bricklayers, blocklayers, mason tenders and apprentices 
battled in four unique masonry contests to prove who is the world’s best. There is nothing like it on the planet! 
 
Considered the largest tradesmen event in the world, Masonry Madness Day attracts over 4,000 attendees that fill a 90,000 square foot 
arena.  The centerpiece of the gridiron is the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500, which awards the day’s grand prize, a new Ford F250 
SuperDuty, 4x4 Truck. These highly skilled craftsmen competed for the largest value of cash and prizes awarded for any construction 
industry event held in the world—it was pure MASONRY MADNESS! This year’s events had a focus on supporting workforce 
development in the industry. In addition, there were several masonry application live learning demonstrations provided for the crowd 
that were hosted by the International Masonry Institute, National Concrete Masonry Association and the Masonry Veneer 
Manufacturers Association.  
 

 
 
 

 

MASONRY MADNESS 



 

FOUR MASONRY COMPETITIONS HELD ON ONE DAY 
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 22, 2014, LAS VEGAS, WITH $120,000 IN CASH & PRIZES 

 
 
Consistently ranked as the top attraction during the World of Concrete/ World of Masonry, this day long trowel and mortar party took 
place at the Las Vegas Convention Center’s Gold Lot. Spectators and webcast viewers witnessed an amazing display of human skill 
and endurance as 82 masonry warriors fought for the Champion title in their respective competitions. Throughout the day the crowd 
was given several chances to participate in sponsor demonstrations and games to win prizes and discover the latest product 
innovations impacting the efficiency and cost savings available to contractors.  
 
The action in the Gold Lot was as real as it gets. From the cancer awareness shirts worn by this year’s SPEC MIX Mudslingers to a 
videotaped message of Mike Rowe’s SkillsUSA speech supporting skilled trade education, it was a day to remember. Without question 
masonry enthusiasts left Las Vegas feeling proud of their industry and highly motivated to promote the masonry trade. As for the 
masons watching the competitions, it’s logical to believe they all wondered if they had the skill, determination and stamina to compete 
in Masonry Madness Day. The only real answer is: one will never know if they don’t try.  

 
MASONRY MADNESS DAY - THE WINNERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Carolina mason Jerry Goodman and his mason tender daughter Heidi Albea in their new Ford F250 SuperDuty 4x4 truck, trophies 
and a selection of sponsor prizes. The team achieved an unprecedented double win taking the two top awards, First Place and the  
SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN® award with 644 brick laid in 60 minutes. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® NATIONAL – 12:15 PM Pacific  
 
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National Championship has brought many firsts to masonry competition over its twelve year history and 
2014 was no different. For the first time, the top two awards of the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National Championship were claimed 
by a father-daughter team who had the winning hand that put them behind the wheel of the grand prize, a new 2014 Ford F-250 4x4 
truck. Mason Jerry Goodman with Goodman Masonry of Blythewood, South Carolina, laid 644 brick with the help of his mason tender 
daughter Heidi Albea, won the titles “World’s Best Bricklayer” and “Top Craftsman.” They bested 19 other qualified masonry teams from 
all over North America, from the state of Florida to the Canadian Province of Alberta. When the trowels went down 25 experienced 
masonry judges gave Goodman’s wall zero brick deductions and put him and his daughter at the top of the winner’s podium and in the 
record book. 

For that record setting effort, Jerry and Heidi won a new 2014 Ford F-250 XLT 4x4 Crew Cab pick-up, $10,000 in cash and a truckload 
of sponsor prizes including a Essick Pro12 Mortar Mixer, two STIHL-TS 500i Cutquik cut-off machines, two loaded Marshalltown tool 
bags and trophy trowel, two IQ360 14” masonry saws with its Smart Cart accessory, two Crick custom levels and two 10-packs of 
Gatorback Mortarboards. 

Jerry drove his prize truck home to South Carolina with his winnings and wife, Bobbi, by his side. It’s a long way home from Vegas but 
this is going to be a road trip to remember.  
 

                        
 
Wearing their blue jerseys and holding their trophies high in the air, the bricklaying winners stood proudly with their tenders and event 
sponsors. Starting in the left front row is 2nd Place winner Steve Cleveland next to Jerry Goodman who is double-fisting his 1st Place and 
TOP CRAFTSMAN trophies. Third Place went to Filipe Orfao followed by the TOUGHEST TENDER winner Tony Shelton on the far right 
wearing black. 



 

The Second Place overall winner was Steve Cleveland, age 39, with Midwest Masonry, Mundelein, Illinois, who laid 604 brick without 
any deductions. Steve won $4,000 cash, a STIHL-TS 420 Cutquik cut-off machine, a loaded Marshalltown tool bag, a custom Crick 
level and a 10-pack of Gatorback Mortarboards. Cleveland, a veteran competitor and winner of the 2013 SPEC MIX TOP 
CRAFTSMAN award, was paired with mason tender Sedat Supurgeci.  
 
The Third Place overall winner was 44 year old, mason Filipe Orfao from Cambridge, Ontario, who is with the Res Group of 
Companies, located in Cookstown, Ontario.  Filipe, a veteran competitor, laid 588 brick and his mason tender was his brother Jose 
Orfao of Hamilton, Ontario. Filipe won $3,000 in cash, a $700 STIHL gift certificate, a loaded Marshalltown tool bag, a custom Crick 
level, and a 10-pack of Gatorback Mortarboards. 
  
This was the 12th annual event that pits 20 of the top bricklayers in the world to compete for one hour in this test of speed, skill and 
stamina to take home the gold! Journeymen bricklayers and their trusty tenders from all over North America fiercely competed for the 
title of “World’s Best Bricklayer,” and a total cash and prize purse over $100,000. 
 
To earn a seat at the Championship event, the bricklayers had to win one of 16 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 Regional qualifying 
competitions the SPEC MIX organization held in 2013 throughout the United States and Canada. The 2014 qualifying Regional 
schedule will be released in early summer of this year. See your SPEC MIX representative for details or go to 
www.specmixbricklayer500.com 
 
 

 
 

Mason place winners of the 2014 MCAA’s Fastest Trowel on the Block from left to right in red shirts are:  
Second Place, Kris Belinte, First Place, Irvin Willoughby and Third Place, Pascal Robertson. 

 
 

 

http://www.specmixbricklayer500.com/


 

MCAA’s FASTEST TROWEL ON THE BLOCK – 11:30 AM Pacific In this top blocklayer smackdown, masons pushed their skills and 
endurance to the limit for 20 grueling minutes of pure excitement. The event consisted of 18 teams that include one mason and two 
mason tenders that function like a well oiled machine. Sponsored by the National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA) and 
supported by AZ Best Block of Phoenix and SPEC MIX, Inc., the competitors battled for a total purse of over $15,000 in cash and 
sponsor prizes.  
 
First Place: Mason Irvin Willoughby of Pascal Robertson Masonry, Inc., Sorrento, Florida, won First Place with a count of 126 block 
that earned Irvin $8,000 in cash, a $500 STIHL certificate, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes. 
 
Second Place: Mason Kris Belinte, of Native American Bricklayers, Chandler, Arizona. Kris laid 115 block and won $2,500 in cash, a 
$300 STIHL certificate, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes. 
 
Third Place: Mason Pascal Robertson, with Pascal Robertson Masonry, Inc., Sorrento, Florida, with 118 block laid. Pascal won $1,500 
in cash, a $100 STIHL certificate, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes. 
 
 

 
 
Mason Tender Tony Shelton, with Creative Masonry, Jonesborough, Tennessee, in action before winning the 2014 SPEC MIX TOUGHEST 
TENDER competition with a time of 17:25 minutes.  

 
SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER ® – 10:45 AM Pacific The world’s top mason tenders compete for the fastest time setting up their 
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 workstation. Thousands of spectators watched as mason tenders hauled tons of brick, block, equipment 
and mortar to beat their peers and take home the cash and prizes. The SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER winner was Tony Shelton, of 
Creative Masonry, Jonesborough, Tennessee. Tony won the $2,500 in cash, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes.  
 



 

The SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER is a preliminary event held just before SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 National. In this event the 
mason tenders raced the clock to set up a predefined work area for the following bricklaying competition. Tony’s winning time was 
17:25 minutes.  
 
 

 
 
First Place Skills apprentices (holding checks) from left to right, Second Year Apprentices – First Place, Raymond Wilk, District Council 
Training Center, Addison, IL. Third Year Apprentices – First Place, Kale Hallman, McGee Brothers, Inc. Monroe, NC. First Year Apprentices 
- First Place, Kelton McGee, McGee Brothers, Inc. Monroe, NC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MCAA’s MASONRY SKILLS CHALLENGE – 9:00 AM Pacific The crowd saw top bricklayer apprentices in their first, second and third 
year of training showcase their skills as they stepped-up their game in this 3-hour bricklaying competition. The exciting competition 
spotlights our industry's finest young masons and focuses attention on careers in the masonry industry.  
 
First Year Apprentice: Mason apprentice Kelton McGee of McGee Brothers, Inc., Monroe, North Carolina, took First Place in 1st year 
to win $750 in cash, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes. 
 
Second Year Apprentice: Mason apprentice Raymond Wilk, District Council Training Center, Inc., Addison, Illinois, took First Place in 
2nd year to win $750 in cash, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes. 
 
Third Year Apprentice: Mason apprentice Kale Hallman, of McGee Brothers, Inc., Monroe, North Carolina, took First Place in 3rd year 
to win $750 in cash, a trophy and additional sponsor prizes. 
 
 



 

Gold Level Sponsors  
Prism Pigments  
Marshalltown Company 
STIHL, Inc.  
Mason Contractors Association of America 
Crick Tools 
i.Q. Power Tools 
Beta Max Hoists 
National Concrete Masonry Association 

Masonry Madness Sponsors:  
 
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 National and SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER 
 
Platinum Level Sponsors  
SPEC MIX®, Inc. 
Ford Trucks 
Masonry Construction  
Hydro Mobile 
QUIKRETE 
Multiquip 
Belden Brick 
 
 
 
MCAA’s Fastest Trowel on the Block Sponsors: 
 
Competition Sponsor 
 
National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA) 
 
Contributors 
 
AZ Best Block  
GATORBACK, Inc.  
QUIKRETE 
SPEC MIX, Inc. 
 
Prize Donations 
 
GROUT GRUNT  
Marshalltown Company  
STIHL 
 

On-Demand Webcast of the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 NATIONAL 
 
To see the event broadcast as an on-demand webstream go to: http://vpcms.istreamplanet.com/client/specmix/ 

To download MASONRY MADNESS JPEG Images go to these links: 

SPECMIX BRICKLAYER 500 NATIONAL 
 
To download the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 logo go to: https://www.yousendit.com/download/UW16aUNESEJ3NUpYd3NUQw 

First Place and SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN winner mason Jerry Goodman with his daughter mason tender Heidi Albea 
behind his winning brick wall 
Photo 1 : https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVsSWg1aVpDaDhUQw 

First Place and SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN winner Jerry Goodman and mason tender Heidi Albea with Ford F250 Truck 
Photo 2: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVsSWhRYTk3czhUQw 

Contributor Level Sponsors  
GATORBACK Mortarboards 
MasonryWorx 
Blaklader Workwear 
Xtreme Manufacturing 
AZ Best Block 
Safway Scaffold 
Jackson Tools & Razorback Shovels  
Mortar Net 
Easy Spred 

MCAA Strategic Partners 
 
Airplaco Equipment Company  
Big River Industries, Inc.  
Dow Building Solutions  
EZ Grout Corporation  
i.Q. Power Tools  
Kennison Forest Products, Inc.  
Mortar Net Solutions  
Non-Stop Scaffolding  
Oldcastle Building Products  
QUIKRETE  
SPEC MIX, Inc.  
Trademen’s Software, Inc. 
 

http://vpcms.istreamplanet.com/client/specmix/
https://www.yousendit.com/download/UW16aUNESEJ3NUpYd3NUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVsSWg1aVpDaDhUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVsSWhRYTk3czhUQw


 

First Place and SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN winner Jerry Goodman and mason tender Heidi Albea with trophies 
Photo 3: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVuTmFqY3BFQmRVag 

Second Place mason Steve Cleveland and his mason tender Sedat Supurgeci 
Photo 4: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVuTmEzeUt4djhUQw 

Third Place mason Filipe Orfao and his mason tender Jose Orfao 
Photo 5: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVuTmFsUis5TE5Vag 

SPECMIX BRICKLAYER 500® NATIONAL group shot of place winners with trophies and sponsor prizes 
Photo 6: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0WkIzS28xWjhUQw 
 
Wide-shot of the competition arena 
Photo 7: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0WkIyWGZsZThUQw 
 
 
SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER Winner 
 
Winning mason tender Tony Shelton in action 
Photo 8: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0WkI0b0NKUmNUQw 
 
 
MCAA’s FASTEST TROWEL ON THE BLOCK Winners 
 
MCAA’s FASTEST TROWEL ON THE BLOCK Grouped  Winners 
Photo 9: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0UnFsUitGa2RVag 
 
MCAA’s MASONRY SKILLS CHALLENGE Winners 
 
First Place winner for First Year, mason apprentice Kelton McGee  
Photo 10: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDVVbThFSzhUQw 
 
First Place winner for Second Year, mason apprentice Raymond Wilk 
Photo 11: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDVlcEkwTWNUQw 
 
First Place winner for Third Year, mason apprentice Kale Hallman 
Photo 12: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDU5RlpqQThUQw 
 
MCAA’s MASONRY SKILLS CHALLENGE Grouped Winners 
Photo 13: https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDViR0o4SjhUQw 
 
 
For more information on these masonry competition events go to:  
 
SPECMIX BRICKLAYER 500® NATIONAL & SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER®  
Go to www.specmixbricklayer500.com or to special issue online 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National special edition that will 
give you a history and background of the 2014 competition program.  
 
MCAA FASTEST TROWEL ON THE BLOCK  
http://www.fastesttrowel.com/  
 
 

https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVuTmFqY3BFQmRVag
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVuTmEzeUt4djhUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXVuTmFsUis5TE5Vag
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0WkIzS28xWjhUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0WkIyWGZsZThUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0WkI0b0NKUmNUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV0UnFsUitGa2RVag
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDVVbThFSzhUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDVlcEkwTWNUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDU5RlpqQThUQw
https://www.hightail.com/download/elNKUXV1ZDViR0o4SjhUQw
http://www.specmixbricklayer500.com/
http://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/?i=190230
http://www.fastesttrowel.com/


 

MCAA MASONRY SKILLS CHALLENGE  
http://www.masoncontractors.org/convention/competitions.php  
 
 
SPEC MIX® Inc. is the construction industry’s national source for high quality; factory preblended cement-based building products for 
the construction industry. With more than 60 manufacturing facilities in all major markets across the US and Canada, SPEC MIX 
production plants utilize state of the art batching equipment and the finest materials to ensure total quality control throughout the 
construction project. For more information, visit http://www.specmix.com 
  

The Mason Contractors Association of America (MCAA) is the national trade association representing mason contractors. The 
MCAA is committed to preserving and promoting the masonry industry by providing continuing education, advocating fair codes and 
standards, fostering a safe work environment, recruiting future manpower, and marketing the benefits of masonry materials. For more 
information, visit http://www.masoncontractors.org 
 

The World of Concrete/World of Masonry tradeshow is owned by Hanley Wood LLC, the premier media and information company 
serving housing and construction industry. Since 1976, Hanley Wood has focused exclusively on North America's important residential 
and commercial construction industry. Through its four divisions, Hanley Wood develops magazines, Web sites, e-newsletters, 
exhibitions and conferences, and custom marketing and data services that support builders, architects and contractors critical 
information needs. 
 

NOTE USE OF TERMS: Please respect all legal trademarks for trade use. In print, the correct way to refer to the competition event is 
the 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National, case use as shown. The award titles for SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN®, and SPEC 
MIX TOUGHEST TENDER®, should be in all caps followed by the word, “award.” When writing about the SPEC MIX® Corporation the 
correct way to write our corporate name is SPEC MIX®, Inc. If referring to SPEC MIX brand the correct way is SPEC MIX®. The ® mark 
should always be used on the 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500®, and SPEC MIX®, Inc. the first time either term is used in body copy 
and always used when either term is in a headline or sub-headline. If being used for mass media news or editorial use, we ask that the 
full term be used at least once at the beginning of the article, thereafter, “event or competition” would be acceptable terms. Please do 
not cut, rename or edit the legal trademarked name of the event so as to maintain the legal brand name and its integrity. If you have 
any questions regarding this event, need images, video footage or logos, contact the name listed below. 
 
For further information about this press release contact:  
 
Jeff Farmakes  
 
SPEC MIX®, Inc.  
Marketing/Marketing Communications  
O 888-773-2649  
C 612-750-2924  
E Ujfarmakes@specmix.com 
 
U  

SPEC MIX®, Inc.  
1230 EAGAN INDUSTRIAL ROAD, SUITE 160  
EAGAN, MN 55121  
 
 
© 2014 SPEC MIX, Inc. 

http://www.specmix.com/
http://www.masoncontractors.org/
mailto:Ujfarmakes@specmix.com

