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MASONRY MADNESS® DAY DRAWS HUGE CROWD AT WORLD OF CONCRETE TRADE SHOW
LAS VEGAS, NV—Once again World of Concrete attendees gathered in the convention center’s Gold Lot for MASONRY MADNESS Day
th
to see an outstanding series of four consecutive competitions that took place on Wednesday, January 18 . Recognized as the most
exciting, entertaining attraction at the WOC, it’s the reason fans spend hours watching the human drama of 90 plus elite tradesmen
pushing their endurance levels in back-to-back battles. The venue starts off as a parking lot the size of a full city block, but by Game
Day, as it’s called by organizers, the flat asphalt rises into a sports coliseum.
The action started at 9:00 AM with the MCAA Masonry Skill’s Challenge followed by the SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® competition
th
and the MCAA Fastest Trowel on the Block. At noon, the 15 Anniversary SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 kicked off. This event slated 25
skilled professionals against on another, pushing their physical abilities to the limit in hopes of taking home the Grand Prize, a new
Ford F-250 4x4 XLT truck.
At the end of the day thousands of spectators had packed the MASONRY MADNESS Arena to see hot-shot apprentices, mason
tenders, and expert block and brick layers contending to prove they are the world’s best in their craft. In total, over 90 competitors
fought for the champion title in their respective competitions. As part of the event, attendees had chances to participate in sponsor
demonstrations and games to win cash and prizes as they discovered the latest product innovations impacting the construction
industry.
nd

MASONRY MADNESS Day was jump started prior to the competitions on Tuesday, with the 2 Annual “Masonry Innovations &
Workforce Development Zone” sponsored by SPEC MIX® and the Mason Contractors Association of America (MCAA). This special
section of the arena was a major hit with spectators, as it showcased the latest industry advancements making a positive impact on
masonry construction. There were 14 stations that educated attendees through various displays and live demonstrations on the new
technology, products and systems making the masonry labor force and jobsites more efficient, productive and safe. The ultimate
goal of the event was to show that the masonry industry has significantly evolved over the past 5 years allowing it to be more
attractive when recruiting and expanding a much needed workforce. Captivating the crowd were the following Masonry Innovations
& Workforce Development Zone events:
•
•
•

“SAM” the robotic bricklayer
BIM-Masonry demo and learning session
IMI/BAC demo on new masonry wall systems, restoration and installation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NCCER careers & training in the construction industry
iQ Power Tools, Pullman Ermator & SPEC MIX Dust Management Solutions
NSVI demonstration on natural stone thin veneer installation
NCMA & Pavestone “Outdoor Living” display and installation techniques
Mortar Net water drainage systems
MCAA/LIUNA tradesman certification sessions
Prosoco’s proper use of masonry cleaners, sealers and air-weather barrier systems
Cast Stone Industry information on manufactured veneer units
J.A.G. Clamp demonstration of tools to improve craftsmanship

Thousands of fans watched the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® World Championship in the MASONRY MADNESS Arena

A crowd favorite in the Innovation & Work Force Development Zone is the “Beat the Bricklayer” competition that challenges spectators to test their skills
against the guidelines of the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500. Each competitor was given 10 minutes to lay the maximum amount of brick while meeting
strict workmanship standards. The $500 cash winner was Juan Cabral who laid 109 brick.

Standing with the officers of the MCAA is the first, second and third year place winners of the 2017 MCAA Masonry Skills Challenge

MCAA’s Masonry Skills Challenge
MCAA’s Masonry Skills Challenge is the national championship of masonry apprentices in first, second and third year skill levels. The contest
consisted of 29 aspiring masons given three hours to showcase their skills by challenging the winning apprentices from numerous regional U.S. and
foreign competitions to determine the top masonry apprentice at each level. This exciting competition spotlights the industry's finest young masons
and focuses attention on careers in the masonry industry. Below are the 2017 winners.
1st Year Apprentices
•
•
•

First place ($750)– Joseph Blanton, WASCO, Inc., Knoxville, TN
Second place ($500) – Victor Walls, Hummel Industries, Cincinnati, OH
Third place ($250)– Ramon Vargas, G & G Enterprises, Glendale, AZ

2nd Year Apprentices
•
•
•

First place ($750)– Luis Marquez, Huntley Brothers Co., Inc., Mint Hill, NC
Second place ($500)– Austin McEwen, Adams Masonry, Inc., Chattanooga, TN
Third place ($250)– Travis Buda, Leidal & Hart Mason Contractors, Inc., Livonia, MI

3rd Year Apprentices
•
•
•

First place ($750)–– David McWilliams, Kusler Masonry, Carnegie, PA
Second place ($500)– Chris Dubief, R & R Masonry, Inc., North Hollywood, CA
Third place ($250)– Ben Grzegorczyk, Baker Construction, Whitmore Lake, MI

Chet Huntley wins the SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® award with a time of 15 minutes 12 seconds.

SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER®
The SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® Competition is a combination of speed and detail that requires each of the 25 mason tenders of the SPEC
MIX BRICKALYER 500 to strategically lift, carry and place thousands of pounds of materials and tools needed to set up the bricklayer’s defined
workstation. This year’s SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER title went to 45 year old Chet Huntley with Huntley Brothers Company in Mint Hill, NC. As
a joint owner of Huntley Brothers, Chet doesn’t spend much of his work week, if any, on job sites tending mason, but with the cash on the line he
gave it his all and worked with precision to record the fastest time of 15 minutes 12 seconds to win the following:
•
•
•
•
•

$2,500 check & SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® Trophy from SPEC MIX
STIHL $700 Product Certificate
iQ POWER TOOLS $200 iQ gift pack & iQ jacket
BLAKLADER $500 Gift Certificate
MARSHALLTOWN loaded SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 tool bag

Blocklayer Gerardo Patlan (left) and his mason tender Roberto Patlan (right) win the MCAA’s Fastest Trowel on the Block with a block count of 119.

MCAA’s Fastest Trowel on the Block
This competition drew 19 of North America’s best blocklaying masons who raced for 20 minutes to construct a straight, 30 foot block wall using
8”x8”x16” CMU while meeting strict quality craftsmanship specifications. The level of skill and speed displayed by the masons was fierce, but in the
end, it was the Arizona competitors that took the top three honors.
This year’s first place winner was Gerardo Patlan with the help of his mason tender Roberto Patlan, both with Fyffe Masonry & Plastering in
Glendale, AZ. In this grueling competition, Gerardo beat out 18 tough competitors by laying 119 blocks to claim the Fastest Trowel on the Block title
and win the following cash and prizes:
•
•
•
•

$8,000 check and First Place trophy from SPEC MIX
Marshalltown Ceremonial Trowel Trophy and loaded tool bag
STIHL $500 product certificate
GATORBACK Mortarboards - 10 pack

Second place went to Jose Soto who worked with mason tender Tomas Quinones Lopez on behalf of Sargon Masonry Construction in Phoenix, AZ.
Jose laid a total of 115 blocks to win $2,500 and additional prizes.
Finishing in third place and taking home $1,500 plus prizes with a block count of 116 was Jose Noe Martinez of Stone Cold Masonry in Phoenix, AZ.

Matt Cash won the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® World Championship with 716 brick laid in 60 minutes.

SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® World Championship
Celebrating its 15th Anniversary World Championship competition, the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 Event is renowned as the top attraction for the
World of Concrete trade show. The competition arena was filled with a crowd of over 4,000 spectators who witnessed an intense battle between 25
bricklayer and mason tender teams that raced against a 60-minute clock to build a 26’-8” double-wythe brick wall. Representing the countries of
U.S., Canada and England, the duos worked at a feverish clip to install as many units as possible while following strict quality workmanship
standards. The bricklayer’s walls were judged by 30 highly experienced masonry experts, enforcing 10 sets of craftsmanship requirements. The
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 is recognized as the masonry industry’s only true test of skill, speed and stamina that annually awards the title
“World’s Best Bricklayer” and total purse of over $100,000 in cash and prizes including a new Ford F-250 4x4 XLT truck.
First place winner, Matt Cash, won the title “World’s Best Bricklayer” with the help of his friend and mason tender Chet Huntley with Huntley Brothers
Company, based in Mint Hill, NC. Matt has 17 years of experience that started in a high school masonry class. Since he learned of the SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500 he’s had his sights set on winning the championship. He and Chet trained diligently for months prior to the competition and
worked as a team that day to beat the field of bricklayers with a final count of 716 bricks. For his World Champion performance Matt won the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FORD 2017 F-250 4x4 XLT Super Duty Truck
$5,000 check, SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 World Champion Jacket and 1st Place Trophy from SPEC MIX®
STIHL TSA 230 battery-powered cut-off machine, 9” wheel, AR 900 battery, AL 500 high-speed charger
iQ POWER TOOLS 360 Table Saw Set, Rolling Table, Smart Cart and a 14” Silent Blade
BLAKLADER $1000 gift certificate
STABILA Custom Trophy 24” level and plaque
MARSHALLTOWN trophy trowel & loaded SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 tool bag
GATORBACK Mortarboards - 10 pack

Bricklayer Brian Tuttle (left) won the SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN® award with mason tender Todd Eldredge (right) with the “most sellable” wall.

SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN

The SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN Award is the second most coveted title and prize package for the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 and is given to
the bricklayer who builds what judges deem the “most sellable wall” with over 500 brick and zero quality deductions. Bricklayer Brian Tuttle with Quik
Trowell Masonry in Clearfield, UT with the help of mason tender Todd Eldredge, won the SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN Award with 536 perfectly
laid brick. A mason for 22 years, Brian is the competition’s most experienced bricklayer, with a total of 14 World Championship appearances; 8 times
as a bricklayer and 6 times as a mason tender. For winning the TOP CRAFTSMAN Award Brian won the following prizes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$5,000 Check and SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN Trophy from SPEC MIX
ESSICK PRO 12 Mortar Mixer
STIHL TSA 230 battery-powered cut-off machine, 9” wheel, (2) AP 300 battery, AL 500 high-speed charger
iQ POWER TOOLS iQPC912v Dust Control Power Cutter
BLAKLADER $1000 gift certificate
STABILA Custom Trophy 24” level and plaque
MARSHALLTOWN trophy trowel & loaded SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 tool bag
GATORBACK Mortarboards - 10 pack

Not far off the leading total with a count of 658 brick, was second place winner David Chavez working with mason tender Omar Castro, both
employed by Ranch Masonry in Houston, TX. David, age 33, is no rookie to the event, and has competed in the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500
World Championship twice giving him the experience needed to win the $4,000 check from SPEC MIX and thousands in sponsor prizes.
Taking third place was bricklayer Esteban Cabral and mason tender Oscar Gaucin with Phoenix Masonry in Denver, CO with a brick count of 639.
Esteban was one of the younger competitors, at age 31, and has been laying brick for 14 years. This was the second time Esteban and Oscar
competed as a team in the World Championship competition, but the first time he’s placed which granted him a $3,000 check from SPEC MIX in
addition to numerous prizes awarded by event sponsors.

MASONRY MADNESS EVENT SPONSORS
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® and SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® Sponsors
The generous sponsors who support the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 and the SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER are the major product and service
suppliers in the industry. Partnering with national masonry associations, together we work to support the trade and build its future. The event
provides masonry contractors a look at that future with demonstrations of the latest developments in the industry. It’s knowledge that makes the
masonry industry as efficient and profitable as possible in a competitive environment. During the day, live sponsor demonstrations are not a producton-a-pedestal booth experience, but a real, gritty display of equipment and services in action, just as they would be on a jobsite. These are the
sponsors that support our trade:
PLATINUM LEVEL
SPEC MIX®
QUIKRETE® Companies
Ford Commercial Vehicles
The Belden Brick Company
Hydro Mobile
Multiquip, Inc.
STABILA

GOLD LEVEL
Blaklader
iQ Power Tools
MARSHALLTOWN
MCAA
Mortar Net Solutions™
Prism Pigments
STIHL Inc.

CONTRIBUTOR LEVEL
AZ Best Block
Easy-Spred®
GATORBACK®
Jackson® Professional Tools
JagClamp
Safway® Scaffold
Xtreme Manufacturing
HD Supply®

MCAA FASTEST TROWEL on the BLOCK Sponsors
National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA)
SPEC MIX®
AZ Best Block
MCAA MASONRY SKILLS CHALLENGE Sponsors
International Masonry Institute & Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers (IMI/BAC) and LIUNA
To download high resolution images from this event, click here.
For more information on these events go to:
SPECMIX BRICKLAYER 500® WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP & SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER®
www.specmixbricklayer500.com or go to The 2017 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 World Championship Digital Magazine that will give you a
history and background of the Regional Qualifying Series and World Championship competition program.
MCAA FAESTEST TROWEL ON THE BLOCK
For more information on this event go to: http://www.fastesttrowel.com/
MCAA MASONRY SKILLS CHALLENGE
For more information on this event go to: http://www.masoncontractors.org/masonry-skills-challenge/
2017 World of Concrete: http://www.worldofconcrete.com
Additional information:
SPEC MIX® is the construction industry’s national source for high quality and performance factory preblended cementitious building products for the
construction industry specializing in masonry mortars, grouts, stuccos and industrial mixes. With more than 60 manufacturing facilities in all major
markets across the US and Canada, SPEC MIX production plants utilize state of the art batching equipment and the finest materials to ensure total
quality control throughout your project. SPEC MIX offers various silo material delivery systems to maximize a contractor’s proficiency and safety
rating. The mission of SPEC MIX is to keep contractor crews GOING, MOVING and WORKING safely—all day, every day.
The Mason Contractors Association of America (MCAA) is the national trade association representing mason contractors. The MCAA is
committed to preserving and promoting the masonry industry by providing continuing education, advocating fair codes and standards, fostering a
safe work environment, recruiting future manpower, and marketing the benefits of masonry materials.

MCAA was incorporated in 1950. Its purpose is to help educate, train, and represent the mason contractor through its various programs aiding
members to maintain its competitive edge against other construction methods. In addition, the MCAA promotes the use of masonry, recruits and
assists in training of the industries workforce, impacts federal legislative and standard issues affecting contractors and provides educational
programs for the key employees of member firms.
World of Concrete is the industry’s ONLY annual international event dedicated to the commercial concrete and masonry construction industries.
Featuring indoor and outdoor exhibits with the industry’s leading suppliers showcasing innovative products and technologies, exciting
demonstrations and competitions, and a world-class education program. Visit www.worldofconcrete.com for complete show details
NOTE USE OF TERMS: Please respect all legal trademarks for trade use. In print, the correct way to refer to the competition event is the 2017 15th
Anniversary SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® World Championship, and MASONRY MADNESS® or MASONRY MADNESS® Day, case use as
shown. The award titles for SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN, and SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER®, should be in all caps followed by the word,
“award.” When writing about our corporation the correct way to write our corporate name is SPEC MIX®. If referring to SPEC MIX brand the correct
way is SPEC MIX®. The ® mark should always be used on the 2017 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500®, and SPEC MIX® the first time either term is
used in body copy and always used when either term is in a headline or sub-headline. The same is correct for MASONRY MADNESS® or
MASONRY MADNESS® Day.

If any of these title terms are used for mass media news or editorial use, we ask that the full term be used at least once at the beginning of the
article, thereafter, “event or competition” would be acceptable terms. Please do not cut, rename or edit the legal trademarked name of the event so
as to maintain the legal brand name and its integrity.
If you have any questions regarding this event, need images, video footage or logos, contact the name listed below.
Jeff Farmakes
SPEC MIX®
Marketing/Marketing Communications
O 888-773-2649
C 612-306-5672
E jfarmakes@specmix.comU

